Principal leaves final gift for school
Thursday, September 28, 2006

Jim Vosailagi, left, and Matthew Robinson unload the equipment donated to Levuka Public School
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FIJI'S first public school, Levuka Public School, has received a donation of computers and other essential items thanks to the efforts of its late principal and a rotary club of Australia.

Last week, the Ovalau Island-based school received four computers, 40 sets of desks and chairs, blackboards and other learning essentials.

"This donation has been timely but much credit for it must go to the former principal, the late Master Joji Katoni, who was the one who initiated it through a letter he sent to the Rotary Pittwater Club of Sydney last year,'' said the school's committee chairman, Matthew Robinson.

"In the last 17 years of my attachment to the school as an old scholar, this is probably the best year I have experienced in regards to assistance to the school,'' said Mr Robinson.

The Government had earlier given $234,000 towards the overall refurbishment of the School and its craft center. That work began in July and was expected to be completed by the end of the third term.

The school is currently undergoing a much needed refurbishment "after so long I can't recall'', said Mr Robinson.

Assistance to the school has also come via the efforts of an international women's group.

Last week, they donated four computers plus $5000 to assist in painting the old remaining buildings at LPS Primary and equip the newly renovated library recently done up by the school committee.

Prior to this latest donation, the school received 10 sets of computers from the ANZ Banking Group, along with an additional eight sets from the Fiji Islands Revenue and Customs Authority, plus 14 sets through an honorary member Ken Horodyski and the US chapter of the old scholars association.

"This has greatly assisted us in setting up our school's computer lab and gives the students out there in the island the opportunity to be competitive with other schools in the computer field,'' said Mr Robinson, who is also chairman of the LPS Board of Governors.

More pictures of the computer-lab can be found in the school photo albums

