L.P.S. Primary - Fire Appeal - Furniture Project 1 –  19 December 2005

Bula and Seasons Greetings to you all – Apologies for the delayed update but it has been several hectic weeks of running around with the school manager in organizing the building materials. Firstly it was following up on the funds from the ministry then having all the quotations vetted to determine the best offer then having the account opened so control is monitored with the purchasing of the materials then firming up shipping on a wharf to wharf basis because of the load restrictions with the Rewa bridge. Added to this Carpenters Hardware had the best offer and also the distinct advantage for loading right next to the Narain Wharf and as a result we have already moved 22 x 10 wheeler truck loads of materials to Levuka, thanks to Ben for his assistance with the special freight rate allowed. We also secured two senior and experienced building foreman plus six carpenters from Suva to undertake the task of building the 12 block classroom building and the school will provide them free accommodation in one of the old classrooms. The parents will provide labour and assistance where needed with the building works.Time expectation for completion is about March so good news again for the late starters with their fundraisers  but please dont leave it till the last minute.

The up-date reports for the various chapters based on info received todate are as follows;

Sydney - Their president Hartley Eastgate was here last week and he is confident that they will reach their target with the next "soli" planned for January 21st to coincide with my visit their way.They have raised $5600 and he will hand me their $10,000 before I return. Good on you Nabou and the team for the confidence from the rather shaky start you guys had and certainly look forward to catching up with the team. 

Brisbane - The last I heard from Annabelle is that they have planned to start their fundraise after the festive period is over and they will catch up with me when I visit them there next month and look forward to this as well.
Nth American Association - Ada was so pleased to report Pixie's tremendous success with her "kati" for the appeal held on 3rd Dec. Ada and Dan especially flew over and were surprise visitors to the event.Pixie is handicapped with sickness but despite this she gave it her best and is an example to others for her determination.There was rice & curry plus tomato chutney, palusami and dalo, Fijian purini, cakes you name it.Added to this they also had the rythem going with singer Joe Morrel giving his version of the Levuka anthem of "Sai Levuka Ga" and Ada's family anthem of "Lomaloma"Well done Pixie and hope to hear from you when your arms are ok again..Ada also reported the on-going contributions coming from their other members like Wing Kang -$800, Ratu Seru & Ateca -$522.This is in addition to the F$8,610 already banked in Levuka.Overall well done to you all for your efforts so far.
Auckland - Sorry I miss quoted your next event in my last up-date and should read early next year and they will confirm back the actual dates once this is finalised. Queenie is hopeful that they should hit their target because the next fundraise is going to be better organised and bigger too. Good on you you Auckland and best wishes

Levuka - Another $5874 sourced thru the Save the Children Fund in the way of 50 sets of newly made desk and chairs plus $1000 from a business friend donor. We will continue to go ahead till the last whistle like some other chapters.Our target was $2000 but so far we have gathered $8874.
Suva - Despite the very strong team they have they have yet to lock horns to form their scrum.
West - They were to have had their "Beer" nite at the Northern Club last Sat Dec.17th but no news yet from Bill Powell.Probably still counting the money raised - Good on you Bill but let us know the amount so I can add on my next up-date please.
A very positive report was received from Manasa on the proposed upgrading of the Craft Centre in Levuka to a Vocational Centre. This will accommodate courses in trade that would come in handy with the tools that Alex is planning to donate and they can even get him an accreditation from Govt to enable him to lecture or teach when in Levuka so that he is not seen to be violating any rules during his stay.This centre will be affiliated to the Training & Productivity Authority of Fiji and will be up-graded at their cost and what good news for the Centre and Alex and his tools. Will bring you more on this in our next update.
On a concluding note I wish to take this oppourtunity and thank you all sincerely for the efforts so far and wish each and every one of you a very merry Christmas and Happy New Year and just remember that this is our official fundraise held in conjunction with the Ministry of Education request for assistance to furnish the new school building.
Best regards & Lolomas,
Maciu(Matthew)
