

LPS Mini Reunion – July 15th – 23rd, 2006.

(An 8 day culinary, G&T & wine tasting tour of Suva, Levuka and Rukuruku, Fiji)

The reunion started off with a blast on Saturday night the 15th at the Defence Club –  a dinner/dance! The food was to die for – catered by Eileen Dilawar (nee Newton). We had 3 types of curries - chicken, lamb and goat, puri, chow mein, sweet and sour fish, roast chicken and palusami. (and of course, wine, G&T to wash all the good food down). Oh to have another bite of that food again. Tripped the light fantastic (and sang up a storm) to the sounds of the Raikivi band.

It was wonderful meeting up with Mr and Mrs Des Kelly, (former principal of LPS) Mr Terry Donnelly, Mrs Joy Clark and Mr Gibson again. Mr Kelly had not been back to Levuka in 43 years – and he still looks the same. 

Overseas ex-scholars attending the event:

USA – Violet Ricketsen (Miller)


 Ada Prins (Whippy) and husband Dan

Australia - 
Bob Naidu



Alan Ricketts and son



Moses McGoon



Winston Hennings



Paula Cavu and wife Sue



Vincent Krishnan



Margaret Tupou (Whippy)

New Zealand -
Queenie Wong (Kangwai)




Lily Hansen (Ricketts) and husband Sam




Jack Ricketts




Marie Collecutt (Hughes)




Tiu Bristow (Erasito)




Stan Smith

England - 

Charles McGoon

Monday 17th – about 30 of us attended a Chinese banquet (a 7 course sumptuous dinner with wine) at The Noble House in Suva. This was organized by Queenie so Mr Kelly could meet his former students. We had a hilarious time recalling old days – what we did when Mr Kelly wasn’t paying attention etc. We were in good company as the PM (Mr Qarase) and his wife and grandkid came in for dinner. And he actually smiled and acknowledged us while we were waiting outside for the others to join us!

On Wednesday 19th we all traveled to Levuka together – bus to Natovi and boat to Buresala. I swear the ride from Buresala rattled everything out of me. We used to call the bus rides (especially to and from Natovi) the “powder puff” rides – your hair was grey and stiff from the dust – it hasn’t changed much. I didn’t need hairspray at all. And by the way we just happened to sing “Lomaloma” on the bus going to Natovi. Paula Cavu has a magnificent voice – we need to have more reunions to hear him sing!

We had a meeting at the school on Wed night – to discuss the LPS Ex –Scholars  Association Constitution that was drafted by Manasa Baravilala with the legal advice and aid of Savenaca Banuve. We are indebted to them for that – they worked hard to write, rewrite, amend etc. We would not have been able to afford to pay them if they charged us for their work. Thanks again for their efforts on our behalf.

Thursday 20th – the official opening of the Primary School by an official from the Ministry of Education. The school looks absolutely great. The floors are tiled – so the rooms look very classy (no pun intended).

Again more food – morning tea, a huge lovo lunch with lots of seafood, and afternoon tea! I had to leave after the ceremony and the morning tea – couldn’t eat anything more after the morning tea. 

Thursday evening – a tribute to the English Language conducted by Charles McGoon. Poetry readings by Mr Kelly, Mrs Clark and Mr Donnelly. Light refreshments served.

Friday 21st – we were guests of the High School. There was a tour of the hostel and Craft Centre. More food – morning tea. Meetings with Forms 5, 6 and 7 students and discussions of careers etc (headed by Cecil Browne, Bob Naidu and Queenie Wong). More food – lunch (lovo and seafood – yum). Mr Kelly, Mrs Clark, Mr Donnelly, Queenie Wong and Charles McGoon addressed the students. Queenie presented a trophy (cup) to be awarded annually to the Dux in Home Economics. (named the “Kangwai Trophy”) The students provided entertainment and sang “Isa Lei” at the end of the day – very emotional. More food – afternoon tea. 

Friday evening – Island Night at the Royal Hotel, organized by the Levuka Tourism Council. It was a curry night (with wine and G&T’s) – and we boogied till 11.30 pm to the beat of the Raikivi band. Lost all the weight I had gained from 3 days of feasting – from all the dancing with partners like Emosi Yee Show, Mr Gibson, Mr Alfred Jack, Maciu (twinkle toes), Bob Naidu, (who could put Michael Jackson to shame with all his fancy moves on the dance floor) Stan Smith and Alex Chang (dancer of the year who never sat down all evening!)

Saturday 22nd. Rained all morning in Levuka – but thank goodness not in Rukuruku! Departed for Rukuruku at 11.00 am where a  delectable spread prepared by Mrs Annie Artack (best cook ever and I am not prejudiced even though she is my Aunt) awaited – crab, shrimp, crayfish, fish, kokoda, nama, curry and roti, chicken, whole pig roasted on a spit (Tongan style), Tivoli, yam, dalo, salads, ba ba , ota etc. I am still salivating just thinking of the food. Alex advised Violet and me to go ahead and eat as much as we wanted – as we could always join Jenny Craig when we returned to the States. We were entertained by Mr John Artack and the Rukuruku Serenaders. We all sang along of course (the main song? “Lomaloma” of course!) Uncle John is 86 years old and still strums a mean ukulele!

Saturday evening – we were all worn out from partying and sat about the hotel that evening just relaxing, catching up, reminiscing, joking (many watched the All Blacks/Springbox rugby match) while a younger group (and Alex) danced till 11.45 pm. Curry (and wine) night – but many were still sated from the Rukuruku feast. 

Sunday 23rd – attended a Church service at the school and listened to the beautiful and pure voices of the  LPS choir (a cappella.)  David Whippy (formerly of Visoto) conducted the service.  Lunch – shellfish, kokoda, prawns, fish, chicken, ota, Tivoli and dalo. 

Sunday - 1.00 pm – time to bid farewell to Levuka. Boarded the bus back to Buresala for our boat trip back to Natovi and another bus ride to Suva. It was a good trip back to Suva – time to reflect and ponder on our short and enjoyable visit to Levuka. (and all of Fiji) 

The students are looking forward to moving into their brand new classrooms soon. Thanks to all of you who contributed towards furnishing the school – the principal, teachers, and students wanted you all to know how grateful they are.  The High School was being spruced up when we were there – renovations to the Library, painting etc. It also boasts a good PC lab – LPS is finally into the 21st century. But they still need our help. There is still much that needs to be done to restore LPS – both physically and academically. And as ex-students we are the ones who are able to do something about this. 

We had a most enjoyable time in Fiji – thanks to Maciu for organizing this mini-reunion. And thanks to Suli for coordinating the reunion in Levuka. Suli should be an events coordinator – everything went smoothly and the food was to die for. You did an outstanding job my friends! The photos will tell all.

This has been a light hearted report of our reunion. But seriously, LPS still needs all the help it can get. 

Lolomas till we meet again for the 130th anniversary – 2009. So start making preparations for that.

