Minister of State Education (Technical and Vocational and Special Education) - Hon. Paulo Ralulu’s

Visit to LPS as Chief Guest for 2006 Prize Giving Ceremony 

10 November 2006

The morning of Friday 10th November, 2006 broke out in a typical Fiji day, brilliant sunshine, clear blue skies with a soft breeze over Nausori Airport as Hon Paulo Ralulu and I waited for our 7am flight to Bureta. LPS’s Chief Guest, Hon Minister of State Education/TVET Mr Paulo Ralulu was excited. This was his first trip back to Levuka since leaving St Johns College to attend Marist Brothers High School in Suva some thirty years back. At Bureta, to meet the Chief Guest was Principal Napolioni Bani, who had “commandeered” a Levuka Police Station 4Wheel Drive “pick up” and a police officer/driver that would serve as official transport for the day. There were some light jokes at Bureta about “mistaken identity” with the Minister and I, riding in a police car into Levuka. From Levuka the Principal escorted our Chief Guest to St Johns College, Cawaci, where he spent the morning meeting with the Principal and teachers at his old school

The official LPS program started @ 11am with the arrival of the Chief Guest who was met by the Principal and introduced to the BOG members present, Maciu Robinson, Ratu Seru and Gwen Sahai. Principal then took our chief guest for a short tour of the school including the Computer Lab. It was then back to the school hall for the traditional Fijian ceremony of welcome which was performed by the teachers and students. After the welcome ceremony the party shared a few bowls of kava with our chief guest before he was escorted by Principal and Chairman BOG to the Staff Room where a sumptuous lunch prepared by the PTA and teachers awaited the party.

As the pictures will attest, there was hardly any conversation as guests and teachers got stuck into an array of mouth watering seafood, lovo, Asian and Indian dishes. The luncheon was certainly befitting a Hon State Minister and our appreciation goes out to PTA President, Ms Mele Okamura, Principal and Staff for organising the Hon Minister’s luncheon.

The Levuka weather on Friday 10th November with its brilliant sunshine and clear blue skies was a sharp contrast to 17th August 2004 when we had a Government Minister visit the school and, on that occasion, the Prime Minister of Fiji, amidst pouring rain. This time it was just brilliant weather and the Prize Giving started on schedule at 1pm. Following the “devotion” by the school chaplain, teacher Mr Laolesh Chand, welcomed everyone at the Eli Peceli Hall. The school choir kept the large crowd of parents and students entertained throughout the afternoon under the direction of Ms Yani. Their singing was dubbed “angelic” by New Yorkers who were in the audience and guests at the Levuka Homestay. www.levukahomestay.com  

Principal address followed which was comprehensive, considering that he has only been at school the latter part of this year. In his address, the Principal amongst other things, outlined the academic goals that LPS had set for 2006. Mr Bani also acknowledged the invaluable assistance and support from the former students overseas and, in Fiji.

Following Principal, the vice principal provided the introductory remarks for our Chief Guest after which the Hon Minister went straight into his address. He mentioned the telephone call he received from the writer inviting him as Chief Guest and related their school and First XV rugby days at Marist Brothers High School and, subsequent selection as members of the Fiji Secondary Schools Rugby Team to New Zealand. Hon Minister mentioned that LPS was the first school in Fiji that invited him in his capacity as Minister of State Education/TVET. Although he has since accepted other school invitations in Fiji, LPS has a special place for him because his sister attended LPS and was a boarder at the hostel.. As a teacher and long-time educator Hon Paulo Ralulu is no stranger to schools and prize giving. It was inspiring to hear the Minister articulate the benefits of TVET education and the encouragement he offered parents, teachers and students to consider TVET as an alternative to higher academic pursuit. He further added that his ministry would support the establishment of a TVET Center for LPS and Principal was to liaise with his Ministry for its implementation. This was the message that we were all waiting for.

Teacher Mereani Roko then moved the school’s vote of thanks to the Minister’s address after which the Minister was asked to award the major prizes. A complete list is submitted at the end of this report. However, the DUX prizes were won by the following girls: Ms Kylie Li for Form Three, Ms Margaret Newton for Form Four and Ms Chrystal Vorbach for Form Five. Congratulations to the girls for the fine effort and 2006 will go down as the “Year of the Ladies” @ LPS.

Master Marika Raqona gave the last formal address for the afternoon for School Leavers and this was followed with a response from the Deputy Head Girl. Raqona gave some excellent advice for our school leavers and, it is our fervent hope that these stays with them for year to come. He also reminded the students not to forget the school and, to revisit LPS, as they started today on another chapter in their lives

An added treat for those present at the Eli Peceli Hall was hearing the newly composed school song “Levuka Public School” sung by the Choir. Ms Yani composed this especially for the occasion and old scholars will need to hear it first hand to really appreciate our school song.

With the end of the prize giving program, the Hon Minister was escorted to the newly renovated Craft Center.   Vula Vakacegu’s PWD men have done an outstanding job, as the old Craft Center looks brand new. I was unable to take any pictures but I hope to have images of the Craft Center posted next month. Another afternoon tea spread awaited the Chief Guest at the Craft Center where he was introduced to the teachers and staff in that department by Principal. In his entire visit to LPS this is where the Minister spent the most time, looking over the facilities, talking to the teachers and hearing of the numerous problems they faced, such as lack of proper equipment and facilities. The Hon Minister took all these in his stride and, later told me that he was very impressed and appreciative of the teacher’s efforts despite the numerous shortfalls in equipment, tools and funding. The Craft Center also brought an end to the official visit of the Minister to the school.

The Police picked up the Hon Minister, Principal and I for the return trip to Bureta Airport. Along the way the Principal took the time to explain some of the early results they were getting from the EIE program and the immediate positive changes they were seeing at the school and community levels. The Minister reiterated to the Principal to prepare his requirement list quickly and submit to his office since he already had a list from Cawaci! [On 16/1//06 Principal personally brought his list to Suva and, over lunch at the Fiji Club the LPS TVET and school list of requirement was handed to Hon Minister Ralulu].

I speak as a former student in saying that program preparation and implementation on 10th November for our Chief Guest, Hon Minister of Education/TVET was outstanding. Laced with the traditional welcome ceremony, beautiful weather and LPS Choir it was a great day all around, culminating in the Minister’s statement in supporting the establishment of a TVET Center for LPS. I’m sure former students everywhere will join me in congratulating Principal Napolioni Bani, Teachers, PTA and Students on a job well done. They all did us proud!

On behalf of Levuka Public School and old scholars everywhere, I wish to record our appreciation to Hon Paulo Ralulu, Minister of State Education/TVET for accepting our invitation and, honoring LPS as Chief Guest at the 2006 Prize Giving Ceremony in Levuka.

Manasa Baravilala

Deputy Chairman

Board of Governors - LPS

