7th October, 2004. – Letter  from Principal Apao Solomone to former Scholars after the Reunion

To all Former Scholars, Teachers and Friends,

Greetings from the Old Capital to each and everyone who holds Levuka Public School dear to ones heart through some association of one kind or another as saluted above. Please accept my sincere apologies for this belated expression of gratitude on behalf of the Board of Governors, the Parents and Teachers Association and the current students for your presence here in the school during the celebrations, including those of you who attended in thought and best wishes.

Amongst you are thousands of role models, past and present, in whom words alone will not suffice but the mere mention of your name or presence will inspire our young former scholars and current students to continue to aspire to the lofty heights you have risen to and possibly raise the benchmark further. Such a gathering encapsulates years of learning and career planning into a single future projection of what a student would want to be. In one gathering you have left us with a hundred and one models for the teachers to work with their students and for this, we would love to have you call into school whenever you pass through or in future formal gatherings.

People keep lamenting what could have been had the weather been in our favour and whilst I concur then, in retrospect, I just have to marvel at God’s wisdom. The whole program for the celebrations as it was meant our spending only about four hours in the school compound from Friday (for the cutting of the cake and lunch) to Sunday; we would all have been at Nasau Park most of the time. The Lord was telling us to go back to your roots – to where it all started, in the double storey school hall, where we all spent most of our time during the celebrations. Please say Amen to such wisdom.

I would like to make special mention of the hockey gear donated to the school by the Sydney group – thank you very much. I wish you could have seen the expressions of pure delight in the faces of the students and hockey coaches when I presented them with the hockey gear. You have certainly made their days.

I would also like to thank the Suva group for their donation of $3,000 directly to the school to hire two watchmen for the school till the end of the year. A submission for this has been made to the Ministry and it is hoped that they will take over in 2005. For the interim, the security of the school has been better assured with this assistance.

I would also like to specially thank Mr Mathew Robinson and his Levuka Association for their organization of our reunion. The magnitude of their sacrifice is better understood in the context of the livelihood of the majority of former scholars here in Levuka and the economy of this small community in contrast with what they had done; to Ms Sandys and her organizing committee, all I can say is faiaksia.

Now that we have been officially declared a Centre of Excellence, the real slog begins. The wisdom and toil of the founding and past fathers of this school are best summed up in the words of Mr Charles McGoon of Gloucestershire, England – “what an innings of 125 not out!” Having declared our first innings, I now challenge you all to this second innings.

From this first Board of Governors meeting of the school we have just had on 01/10/04 since the launching of the Centre of Excellence, I will be posting my reports to the Board on every meeting. The Strategic Plan for the development of the centre is on our website and my reports will keep you updated on the progress; so to keep tuned to the school stay tuned to our website.

Finally, I once again would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dianne and her family for this website for the school. One of the successes of our reunion was in being able to keep in touch and informed of developments leading up to the event. I invite you all to join me in our best wishes for Dianne and her family in this selfless sacrifice for the sake of our school.

Till the next report, God Bless you all.

Faiaksia.

Yours faithfully

Apao Solomone

